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The Copts, who are one of the largest Christian groups in the Middle East, constituted 

a substantial cultural transit point between ancient Egyptian and Islamic civilizations. 

With the spread of Christianity to Egypt in the reign of the Roman empire, The 

Alexandrian (Egypt) Church that managed to become one of the most important agents 

in the history of early Christianity led many theological conflicts especially in 4
th

 and 

5
th

 century and made a significant contribution to Christian Theology. After the 

Council of Chalcedon, Alexandrian Church seperated from the main stream 

Christianity and acquired a civil identity in the era of East-Roman Empire. With the 

Arabic conquest of Egypt, in 640 AD, a major part of the Copts converted to Islam and 

they became minority in time.  

The main topic of the thesis is the relations between church and state and the relations 

between Copts and Muslims in the tenure of Pope Shenouda III who is one of the most 

remarkable spiritual leaders of the Coptic Orthodox Church. 

 

The reason for limiting the scope of the study with the period of Pope Shenouda III is 

that Pope Shenouda III had a effective political position on the relations between 

church and state and the relations between Copts and Muslims  

 

The study that examines Egypt's socio-political life of the last forty years through two 

different institutions (church-state) and groups (Copt-Muslim) aims to draw a 

historical comparison and contribute to read the new process starting with Egyptian 

Revolution.  

 

Key Words: The Coptic Church, Copts, Muslims, Pope Shenouda III., Egypt. 
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