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After the 1979 Islamic Revolution, Iran has tried to conduct an ideological foreign 

policy. However, the negative results of this policy in the fields of economy and 

security has pushed Iran to make concessions from its ideological foreign policy. In 

 new leaders who had different political ideologies have contributed to 

this process. These leaders supported pragmatism rather than radical ideology. As a 

result of that, pragmatist leaders outclassed against ideologists. Furthermore, Iran has 

begun to use ideological discourses that inherited from its past in order to contribute 

its rational policy. In this context, the relations between Iran and Syria are the best 

elements that demonstrate Iranian pragmatism. The strategically importance of Syria 

for Iran made this country an indispensable ally for Iran. Although the convergence of 

these two states is seen as a result of sectarian policy, perceptions of the countries to 

each other falsify that argument. Another major factor which falsifies this argument is 

the difference in their theological sectarian beliefs. 

geo-strategic location and its vital relations with Iran have led Iran to pursue a 

pro-status quo policy towards Syria in the process of Arab Spring. From Iranian 

perspective the loss of Syria would mean the loss both Hezbollah and Hamas in the 

Levant region. As a result of that, this devel  

against the West especially the U.S.A. and Israel. Therefore, Iran has conducted 

exception policy which is inconsistence with its ideology. Because Iran has supported 

secular government against the demonstrators who are ideologically closer to Iran than 

Syrian secular government. Iran tried and still tries to prevent overthrow of Syrian 

government by giving economic and security assistance to them.   
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